Sponsor Information

In order to facilitate the applications for further studies, we are asking the applicants for SIL i-DELTA to provide more information than in the past. Often this information takes time to collect since the ORIGINAL certificates are required by the institutions that validate our training. Therefore, we appreciate your cooperation and assistance in ensuring that all the documentation is in order before beginning the General Training and Assessment Course (GTA). 

Please provide an official letter affirming that the documents mentioned above have been produced by the applicant and can be verified upon request. Note these documents must be ORIGINALS, not copies. Please keep a copy of the document in a safe place.

If the student has never earned a secondary school certification, procedures are set in place to allow applicants to attend the GTA. If the applicant successfully completes the GTA, then it will be possible for the applicant to attend the first Academic Course (AC1). Upon successful completion of the courses in AC1, it will be possible to apply to certain universities to continue to study for a Bachelor degree.

In order to verify the student’s ability to function at university level, we are asking that the sponsor invigilate a written essay using the language of instruction (French or English). The topic of the essay will be provided from i-DELTA upon receipt of the completed application form and requested documentation. The essay may be written on computer and submitted directly to the Course Director. If the essay is hand written, the document should be scanned and sent to the Course Director in pdf format.

The official letter from the sponsor must confirm that the applicant has been approved for this course. There have been cases in the past where applicants have assumed someone would sponsor them, but had not cleared that with the sponsor. Therefore, we want documentation that this course of study has been agreed ahead of time with the sponsor. The maximum cost for the GTA is $700. The maximum cost of the Academic Courses is $1,500. I-DELTA tuition costs are the responsibility of the sponsor. For students sponsored by Wycliffe Organizations or through affiliation with SIL, scholarships and travel grants (to cover international travel) are available if the entity does not yet have a comprehensive plan in place to cover these expenses. The cost for tuition and registration for the university courses are the responsibility of the sponsor. These costs will NOT be covered by Africa Area. (Please see the costs for UNISA and SATS below).

Sending entities/organizations should also plan to cover the cost of emergencies while the student is on the course. This planning would most often be in the form of travel insurance.

Since the goal of SIL’s i-DELTA is to provide BA level training, it will be helpful to know what further course of study has been agreed upon with the student. The courses of study available are listed on the application. 

Finally, the sponsor is encouraged to identify a mentor or liaison to assist students that pursue distance education with registration, studies, computer and Internet access, etc. for the duration of the course of study. It is recommended that there be some contract with the student clarifying the expectations of each party. 

In conclusion, please provide an official letter with the following information: acceptance to sponsor the applicant:

· Confirmation that the organization or company has approved this course of study for this student.
· Verification that the ORIGINAL documents mentioned in the application have been provided by the candidate and are available for verification upon request, 

· A statement of plans for further study for this applicant and the role s/he be employed in.  

· Assurance of support in the form of access to a laptop computer during the course and library resources needed for any further distance studies will be made available. 

· If possible, include the name of the mentor/liaison who will oversee the progress of the applicant during their distance studies. Note, it is not necessary for students to continue in a distance education program.

· Provision has been made by the sending agency for emergencies while the student is on the course. Kindly ensure the student has travel insurance to cater for any hospital emergencies.
Upon receipt of the application, sponsor verification letter, and the prospective student’s CV, the instructions for completion of the essay will be sent to the sponsor.

If the candidate is accepted to i-DELTA and successfully completes the GTA, and there is interest in pursuing distance education, information will be sent regarding final authentication of the candidate’s documents.  Please bear in mind that the South African government is VERY strict with regards documentation.
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